INTRODUCTION

myself, and a delicious, inexhaustible interest in other people.
It is not, perhaps, an ardent interest; but it is cordial, and it
has always enabled me to 'get on' with men and women in
every walk of society. Give me now, at sixty-five, another
ten years; and I shall write the six or seven books which I
have always wanted to write. Give me the health and happi-
ness of those I love. Let me have a little wine, some travel,
the reading I plan, some good cricket to watch; and as far
as I am concerned as an individual, I shall not complain.

That is not all I want. I want kindness and tolerance to
pervade the earth. I want imaginative understanding to take
the place of the dogmatic emotionalism which is spreading
enmities everywhere. I want all men to be so sure of their
equality with one another that they have not to persecute
their fellows in order to demonstrate it. I want to end cruelty
and revenge. I want to see the English spirit of decency and
noblesse oblige spread to the five continents without back-
slidings on the part of Englishmen and their world fellows.
I do not expect to see these joys before I die. But our genera-
tions represent such a speck in all time that I shall not despair
at that. If it is asked what I do, or have done, to bring a state
of divine peace into the world, I reply that nobody has been
the worse for knowing me, or, I think, from reading my
writings; and that I regard myself as the least of mortals.
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